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Lunch Buffet
over 35
Items

$10.95

Bay & Gerrard

o85S Ol Bl ESE160. ...

Dinner Buffet
over 35
Items

$12.95

(Across from Hospital for sick Children)
91 Gerrard St. W, Toronto. Ont., M5G 2A7

Tel: 416-850-3179
Fax:647-723-4019

A CLA

* Serving GTA Toronto & Sourrounding Area.
* Fast Reliable Delivery

* Same day & Rush Service

* Hourly & Flat Rates Available.

We make your relocation move as stress free as possible

MIL 4L5

TRANSPORTATION

K ANGEYAN orPeErATOR

647-406-1081
123-1560 BRIMLEY RD, SCARBROUGH, ON.
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COMMITTEE FOR THE FORMATION
OF A PROVISIONAL TRANSNATIONAL

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL EELAM

What is meant by a Transnational
Government of Tamil Eelam?

The Transnational Government of
Tamil Eelam (TGTE) is a political for-
mation to win the freedom of the Tamil
people on the basis of their fundamen-
tal political principles of Nationhood,
Homeland and Right of self-determi-
nation. The TGTE is a novel concept
both for the Tamil people and the rest
of the world.

At present the Tamil people have
absolutely no prospect of articulating
their political aspirations or of exer-
cising their fundamental rights in their

homeland itself. The Sri Lankan gov-
ernment, through legal impediments,
military occupation and murder is
strangling the Tamil people’s aspira-
tions and their political rights.

In this context, the Tamil Diaspora,
an integral part of the nation of Tamil
Eelam, utilizing democratic means in
their respective countries, will estab-
lish the Transnational Government of
Tamil Eelam (TGTE) as the highest
political entitiy to campaign for the
realization of the Tamils’ right to self-
determination. Since it is impractical
for political leaders and people in Tam-

THE HORRIFIC

HUMANITARIAN DISASTER

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

Mr MURPHY (Lowe) (4.45 pm)—
Today I speak again about the horrific
humanitarian disaster in the north of
Sri Lanka. The hundreds of thousands
of innocent Tamils displaced by the
military offensive are living in camps
in appalling conditions. Moreover,
foreign media channels have report-
ed horrifying evidence of the worst
violations of human rights, including
starvation, rape, killings and torture.
International agencies are calling for
full access to these camps in order
to provide life-saving treatment and
medical supplies and to allow free and
independent media access. To date, the
Sri Lankan government has arrogantly
refused free media and humanitarian
access to these camps. Why is the Sri
Lankan government hiding from the
truth? Surely providing unimpeded
media and humanitarian access to
these camps would provide a perfect
opportunity for the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to demonstrate that it is doing all
it can to alleviate the suffering of the
Tamil people. Clearly, the Sri Lankan
government does not want the truth re-
vealed. Further, I am horrified to learn
that a Sri Lankan journalist, Mr J S
Tissainayagam, was detained for five
months without charge in 2008 and has
since been convicted and sentenced by
the Colombo High Court to 20 years
of rigorous imprisonment. Mr. Tissain-
ayagam was convicted on three counts
under Sri Lanka’s prevention of ter-
rorism acts law for publishing an on-
line magazine, which the prosecution
claimed provoked racism and incited
violence. The court found that the pub-
lication defamed the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment. Further, it was alleged that

Mr.Tissainayagam received money
from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Elaam to fund the website. The fact, as
established by Reporters Without Bor-
ders, is that the website had actually
been funded by a German aid project.
The articles written by Mr Tissainaya-
gam were published three years earlier,
in 2006, and contained a critical re-
port on the Sri Lankan army’s conduct
against the LTTE and civilians. Mr Tis-
sainayagam accused the army of with-
holding food and other supplies from
Tamil areas as a tool of war. What an
appalling assault on free speech by the
Sri Lankan government. Australia, as a
country that asserts the rights to free-
dom of speech and freedom of expres-
sion, including views on all matters of
public policy, the behaviour of the Sri
Lankan government is in direct conflict
with our values as well as those of other
democratic nations and, as such, must
be loudly and publicly condemned. On
World Press Freedom Day, on 3 May
2009, the President of the United States
of America, Barack Obama, expressed
his serious concern about countries
that do not allow free press and even
highlighted the example of Mr Tissain-
ayagam as a case in point. President
Obama said: In every corner of the
globe there are journalists in jail or be-
ing actively harassed: from Azerbaijan
to Zimbabwe, Burma to Uzbekistan,
Cuba to Eritrea. Emblematic examples
of this distressing reality are figures
like J S Tissainayagam in Sri Lanka. In
a further assault on freedom of speech,
an Australian United Nations official,
Mr James Elder, was recently ordered
by the Sri Lankan government to leave
the country because of comments he
made about the military offensive and
its impact on innocent civilians. Mr
James Elder is a spokesman for the
United Nations Children’s Fund in
Colombo and has made several state-
ments on foreign television news chan-

Continued on page 15

il Eelam to participate in the TGTE,
only those Tamils in the Diaspora will
be elected to the TGTE through demo-
cratic elections. The TGTE will work
hand-in-hand with anyone working for
the well-being of the Tamil people in
the island of Sri Lanka, including the
political and social leaders of the peo-
ple in Eelam.

Why a Transnational Government
of Tamil Eelam? What is the necessity
for such a government?

The social existence of the Tamil
people depends on the preservation
of their distinct political, economic

and cultural way of life. The Tamils
must have the ability to coexist and
be co-partners with other communi-
ties around the world. To achieve these
goals and to control factors that pose
threats to their existence, there is a
need for a strong and self-governing
political entity. These aims were given
shape in 1976 through the Vadduk-
koddai Resolution and reinforced by
the mandate given by the people in
the 1977 general elections. The 1985
Thimpu Principles and the 2003 Inter-
im Self-Governing Authority (ISGA)

proposals gave added weight to these
Continued on page 14

Lawyers' Rights Watch Canada

pate: 22 depremoer Zuuy
Speaker: Gary Anandasangaree Oral
presentation of Lawyers Rights Watch
Canada to the 12th Session of the Hu-
man Rights Council on 22 September
2009.

Item: 4

Mr. President,

Lawyers Rights Watch Canada
aligns itself with the statements made
by the International Commission of
Jurists and the Asian Legal Resource
Centre with respect to Sri Lanka.

At the 11th Special Session of the
Human Rights Council, the Sri Lank-
an government committed to return-
ing the bulk of the IDP to their homes
within 180 days.

We are now approaching the

NGQ in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

12U-0dy Mark OI tdt pieage and so
far, the Sri Lankan government has
failed to live up to its commitments
to the international community. Over
280,000 Tamil civilians, including
seniors, women and children, are still
being held against their will in “open
prisons” and their freedom of move-
ment restricted. Clean water, sani-
tation, food, medicine and the basic
necessities of life are in dire need.
The monsoon season has exacerbated
conditions, flooding some camps and
causing water supplies to be contami-
nated with sewage.

The Sri Lankan government’s
claim that they have to clear land mines
prior to releasing the IDP’s is unac-

Continued on page 13

US LEADERSHIP IN RIGHTS

ISSUES QUESTIONED

Noting that the “[Obama] Admin-
istration has pursued a low profile ap-
proach to Sri Lanka, where a military
offensive against rebels is believed to
have killed thousands of civilians,”
Washington Post in an article in Tues-
day edition says that rights advocates
have been frustrated by several epi-
sodes and said US’s new approach has
undercut U.S. leadership on human
rights issues. Responding to U.S.’s
assertion that “it[US] is not going to
preach its values and not going to im-
pose its values,” Kenneth Ross, execu-
tive director of Human Rights Watch,
said “[t]he problem is they are not
American values -- they are interna-
tional values.”

Excerpts related to Sri Lanka from
the article follow:

Silence on Sri Lanka?

Dr. Susan RILC US Ambassador to
UN The other major concern of human
rights advocates monitoring devel-
opments at the United Nations is Sri
Lanka.

When the government launched
its final offensive this year against the
country’s Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), it was Mexico and
Austria that first raised the alarm in the
Security Council. France and Britain
sent their foreign ministers to the Sri

Continued on page 15
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VADDUKKOADDAI AND THIMPHU

Calling for the creation of independent and sovereign Tamil Eelam, based
on Vaddukkoadai Resolution (VR) was the last spontaneous and definite
mandate by Eezham Tamils in a totally free and democratic atmosphere. As
the need for democratic political organisation unfolds afresh, Tamils have to
take up the thread directly from the VR. The Thimphu principles and all the
other formulas put forward subsequently under the duress of powers, and
failed as negotiation models, do not get precedence over the VR as bases for
political organization. Mu’I’livaaykkaal was not the real defeat. The defeat
comes only when Tamils are made to politically denounce their heart-felt
aspirations. The diaspora needs to peruse and correct course of any proposal
that stops just at self-determination. In UN charter and in international law
it is just an empty phrase that doesn’t protect nations or ethnicities.

The Vaddukkoaddai Resolution
of 1976, calling for independent, sov-
ereign, Tamil Eelam in the North and
East of the island of Sri Lanka was a
proclamation of all democratic Tamil
political parties, including Ceylon
Workers Congress, the then united po-
litical party of the Upcountry Tamils.
The Eezham Tamil voters of the North
and East overwhelmingly endorsed it
in the 1977 elections. Thus it was a
definite democratic mandate of Tam-
ils and so far they didn’t get another
chance to democratically tell what is in
their heart.

The Thimphu principles of 1985
were a diluted version of Vaddukkoad-
dai Resolution, after truncating inde-
pendence and sovereignty and stop-
ping just at Tamil nation, homeland
and self-determination.

The Thimphu principles, diluted
to facilitate negotiation with Colom-
bo, were jointly put forward by all the
Tamil militant organizations of that
time and the TULF. There was no man-
date of the people. The most important
fact to be noted is that the Indian Estab-
lishment that was always keen in nulli-
fying Tamil independence in the island
was behind making Tamil militancy
then under its influence agreeable to
the principles as a minimum platform
for negotiation.

The Indo-Sri Lanka agreement of
1987 imposed on Tamils touched only
the point of homeland, that too tem-
porarily, and it was recently breached
by Colombo. There was no credible
mandate as the LTTE boycotted and
the elections took place under the co-
ercing presence of the Indian military.
However, the provincial government
elected under it finally felt it necessary
to declare independent and sovereign
Eelam, before winding up and while
the Indian military was present.

The Oslo communiqué of 2002 was
a further dilution of Vaddukkoaddai in
another way, by its adoption of an in-
vented phrase ‘internal self-determina-
tion’. Norway and some other powers
that later became the Co-Chairs were
behind making the LTTE agreeable to
experiment negotiation with this dilu-
tion. Again there was no mandate of
people. LTTE’s chief negotiator Anton
Balasingham, writing in 2004, ques-
tioned the concept of Oslo Declaration
and implied the expiry of LTTE’s con-
cession on internal self-determination.

The ISGA of 2003, which has ref-
erence to Vaddukkoaddai but not to
Thimphu, was only an interim proposal
during the Co-Chair sponsored peace.
It was apparently a move of the LTTE
to supersede Oslo Communiqué. The
mandate it received from Tamils has to
be considered limited as the elections
took place with the 6th Amendment to

the constitution in effect. Its only elec-
toral validity today is that it binds the
TNA.

Even after considerably diluting
the freely mandated aspirations of
Vaddukkoaddai Resolution to suit their
geopolitical agenda, India and the Co-
Chairs miserably failed in making the
Sri Lankan state agreeable for experi-
menting political solutions.

Had they succeeded, there would
have been a different course of events
and they would have had a standing in
telling the Tamil mind to consider ex-
perimenting within a united Sri Lanka.
But they chose the path of brutally
abetting or allowing a crushing mili-
tary defeat and open as well as barbed-
wire incarceration of the whole nation
of Tamils in the island.

Eezham Tamils are now left with
the option of politically organising
themselves afresh.

In the emerging scenario of demo-
cratic organisation of Eezham Tamil
politics there need to be no place for
Thimphu, Oslo or any other — non
mandated, experimental, and failed
negotiation formulas extended by mili-
tancy under duress of powers.

If there is democracy then nothing
should prevent the democratic stream
to get back to what was last mandated
by people and what has become the
heart-felt need of Eezham Tamils more
than ever now, and to begin the politi-
cal process and negotiation from that
point.

However, the very forces that have
inflicted military defeat on Tamils are
now all out to defeat them politically
by capturing, hijacking or deviating the
democratic politics of Tamils.

India and the West compete in
subtle ways in this exercise, adopting
crude as well as highly sophisticated
methods. Preparations, institutional
arrangements and recruitments have
been done long back by them to face
a ‘post-defeat’ scenario as it was their
foregone conclusion to inflict military
defeat on Tamil nationalism.

The powers have carefully studied
the non nation-centred ‘virtue’ of sec-
tions of Tamil elite or rather weakness
of the Eezham Tamil nationalism, cul-
tivated since colonial times to always
orientate their politics in terms of the
interests of others - British colonial
interests, Colombo-centric interests,
Indian interests, Western interests and
there was a time when some were ori-
entating it to the interests of Russia and
China.

The elite politics of Eezham Tam-
ils - except for the rare occasion of
Vaddukkoaddai Resolution, and that
too is said to be a result of youth pres-
sure - was always hiding its mind
fearing for others and was thinking in

terms of others.

Influenced and discouraged by
calculated power machinations, cam-
paigns and Karunanidhis, the murmur
heard in some elite circles now is that
if a powerful armed struggle has failed,
what could be achieved through demo-
cratic politics and claiming for what
the heart aspires is only bravado.

They fail to see that it is more le-
gitimate and more workable in demo-
cratic organisation to come out boldly
with what you feel righteously deserv-
ing, register the claim and then to fight
for it or negotiate until acceptable re-
sults are achieved.

This is possible only when we
have the guts to independently evolve
our politics firmly by ourselves first
and then only to relate it to others. Of
course this is not possible when we
start looking at ourselves through the
eyes of others. This mindset is the big-
gest impediment to our political organ-
isation.

Mu’I’livaaykkaal was not the
real defeat. Colombo and the pow-
ers know it. Their victory comes only
when Tamils are made to politically
denounce their heart-felt aspirations.
It is in order to achieve this victory
much easier, they advice or find agents
to advise Tamils to drop their national
aspiration, even though democratically
registering a national aspiration could
in no way be considered an obstacle for
negotiation.

Powers have created a desperate
situation for Eezham Tamils hoping
their will power would wither even po-
litically. But one should not fail to see
that if not for Tamils, for the sake of
their own interests, the powers have to
find out solutions very soon in the is-
land. Tamils have to be ready with their
own politics to face the situation.

In the past, the failure of demo-
cratic Tamil politicians in adhering to
people’s emotional needs with firm-
ness and their inability to resist undue
power interests, paved way for the rise
and acceptance of militancy.

Tamils should take care that their
political organisation now needs to
be truly representative of their aspira-
tions and needs to be firm in negotia-
tion if they want to uphold democracy
and avoid another rise of militancy. No
need to say the powers should respect
this reality, as they too share the fear.

It is now an acid test for the emerg-
ing democratic politics of Eezham
Tamil nationalism.

The move in the diaspora for trans-
national government of Tamil Eelam is
not only for negotiating the liberation
and emancipation of Tamils in the is-
land of Sri Lanka but it is also an al-
ternative government of the diaspora,
standing for the global unity, cultural
identity, development and global status
of the diaspora. The move for this gov-
ernment needs not to bother about any-
one in proclaiming the independence
and sovereignty of Eezham Tamils in
the island and requesting a mandate
from the people in the diaspora.

Self-determination, as it is under-
stood in contemporary times is a vague
term when applied to people or eth-
nicities. According to UN charter 1(2),
self-determination is interpreted as

existing only in state-to-state relation-
ship. Legally, it protects only states.

“Self-determination does not en-
tail the right to be independent, or even
to vote for independence” (Geoffrey
Robertson, Penguin 2008, p165).

“International law provides no
right of secession in the name of self-
determination”  (Rosalyn  Higgins,
Peoples and Minorities in International
Law, 1995, p33).

“At best, the people’s right to self-
determination connotes the right of all
citizens to participate in the political
process, but this gives power to majori-
ties and not to minorities (Robertson,
ibid).

The diaspora needs to seriously
peruse and correct the course of any
proposal that stops just at self-determi-
nation.

The Tamil National Alliance in the
island, operating under constraints of
Colombo and India, should not on its
own, denounce the independence and
sovereignty of Eezham Tamils and
should not agree for experimenting
anything other than a confederation
with the right to secede, is an opinion
strongly felt in the diaspora.

Emerging Tamil politics needs to
act with far sight. The present scenario
of geopolitics is not going to remain
the same. The national aspiration for
independence and sovereignty, which
is a hard reality for Eezham Tamils
today, may also get re-defined. In any
future possibility of shared sover-
eignty, either regionally or globally,
the Eezham Tamils should be able to
find their niche smoothly without again
facing the tragedy they have undergone
for ages.

It is with sadness most of the Ee-
zham Tamils look at a few Marxists
among them, especially of the former
‘Peking Wing’, who denounce separate
nationalism for Eezham Tamils. The
Marxist Communist Party of India also
has adopted a similar line.

It is hard to understand that if na-
tional liberation of Eezham Tamils
oppressed on ethnic grounds and ‘Ee-
zham’ as a political unit is not accept-
able to them, in what way the united
Sri Lankan nationalism and Sri Lanka
as a political unit upheld by them is
ideologically justifiable. While view-
ing Tamil national struggle as one such
serving imperialism, they practically
serve the very imperialism by weaken-
ing the struggle.

Ironically, many Sinhala Marxists
see justice and recognise the Tamil na-
tional struggle in the island.

The Marxists contributed
mensely to the social progress of Ee-
zham Tamils in the past. They have
a duty in structuring and strengthen-
ing the Tamil nation further, through
achieving social equality. The democ-
ratisation of politics is an atmosphere
conducive for them, but they should
not deprive Tamils getting their con-
tribution by keeping Tamil national
liberation as an untouchable topic, by
not participating in it and by not recog-
nising that their goals can be better
achieved by accepting Tamil national-
ism as a unit to apply their progressive
ideas and shaping it at home and in
transnational governance.

im-
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Selfless sacrifice will never fade.
%ef?ﬁﬂee@an anna's dream Become

true. Tamil Belam is within eur
reach. @eog/e's struggle for justice
anc?@eace in the Qatﬁ ofour leader
will achieve Tamil Belam. Het ev-
ery one of us follow our leader and
fﬁrougﬁ se/ﬂess sincere action march
towards Tamil Eelam.

_BFear 5760 HOEYH HTWHO

BB ®Lbdh SO ys - Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam
_



BB &Lbsd OB iya - Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam

Qetiembui 25, 2009 @D

BrGaLbs SIS Sifsr sraraud Sbs Sad 2 eosd WpaIgIDd LTHE eimob SIS s eTLDd
Sloliysseneriyd SmusD, GaAD, EenmenoL T & igwl HaTeTTld ererm SlgliuenLuiled

SoeorsGD WWDHEEES 6TIog) OETIONTHS QUMDSHEISESET.
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L gBs1® GprLisflurer SO Caimevd L5515 miTs: Iyaliseaflar
TTREHST fHurar ysrmes CuaiGnGsSE QFupLBUSHGLD 2l wpapuil
& CrisSlwrs H LG aerisCs@saHL Couaniquiererd). Farprust (De-
mocracy), Qeefliuent ggaieno (Transparency), i gdm@rult QFumuT®
(Legality), sewd@sasr Gw sarenn (Accountability), eyuguuent. oy wed
S5 HOmhbg  HL9Gwepliyseo  (Grass Root), wgaduy wilurens, Hebd)
Gudl wmiLrs (pYeaissed Guraimaupen BbGsS &LLIDLIL IQLILIGHL.
el EIFHeTTS Q& TanTgbhd@Lb. (PyQaIB&E@L auflperm LGN DL L LDdS6T
S L DIDLILG SO LUTTLILGSSLILGLD.

8ibs s Leowiiy A g refluailed eurpdlatn solp 1sbsener @m aIedlentollld:as
FUPFIDTS  QIATTSOSBLILSDE
S misaarud 2 s (penmuiled E 1O G (pSTQRTBHSGLD
(20 TG)

2 esarraill FSulled SO &SN USlenID 105E FUPHIDTH 2_UITES|S60.
SIS DGBTHIONES HTWIEHSHe0 O, BePMENLDU|L 6T Falqul GeTTTL Flanws -
DI|B60.

GUlEemmerge:

1) Baiedlevsena syenLagnsrs Lfssraflu slp wssaer syenioli Féumrs
BlmieueT UIILIBd 5560

2) fsgrefluralled 2 eter FOpT je060Ts WEHEMmT GoMLIG B)evdS5H TS
QouatONBSS560.

3) @ BrigeT HYEBTT SIOWIEIH®T CouaTOnNF)5560.

4) Gopuyg Besas YLAFNSTE @ Ours BFlusms FLLfEurs
2_ (KT S60.

AFwBLmhEHer

() wssamar Fyi'Hxed (Mobilisation) (2) syyflucoaurdlseier oysgamar
Ga®5e0 (Lobby) (3 2en_asib (Media) (4) epGeomruimuwih (Strategy) (5) 2-Mlewinds@wp
(Rights Group) (6) @@ewiur’®s @ (Solidarity Group) (7) &FLLdé@up
(Legal Team) (8) sblpreveors sevailorarsepssrar @@ (Academic Activi-
ties) (9) Qariu® Qsrenevenw QeuafldasTenimd @ (Genocide Team) (10)
FUpH55L BIOTRTEIFERSSTET @1 (Socio Economic Development) (11) yerieumipey
Bzab) (12) oilailhsd (Bs#id) (13) GenerGumi (Youth Group) (14) Quesmiser
(Women Group) (15) $l#% (Finance) (16) <yepeuevs mlireuraid (Back office)
Guraimenat LysTar QFEUNUTEOENTS G(HEISlmeThHLILIL Cotewi(Lb. B)L1LilyH et
uenilsaner QevanisElatn BleenTliLTerisamend QsTanTL @b QFwE@ L EJLDIDTs
Faly H60bG| CUF) (LpHENIDTET (LPIGeYHEDET GT(Bd@HLD.

(1) wésemer Sy Bseo (Mobilisation) £)g/Geu etng) yFFled Couanevd
B L GHeT 39S eTDTGLD. 6T1ingG| FFlicd Caienevd L Gamg LTTTEHLODTNS

Caevauwrer Fepd Qur  BaTTSTy  Galedevg

QFT@Sw YU WITH alsF) (PTOTHSHLILIGL. QIQeIT(H LTTTELOMTMS
Qsr@Sullepid QUIBSSOTRTTSMeTS QBTN @h &P SS®aTS Sy HLb
LUeEETE SIDGHILGBLD. bSE G Ibs OFTGE UTEETETT UL IQUIENHED
DNYLILIEDLWITEHS QBTent(®) af® afTh QFQTN) IbdhEMTE: FibHlH@HLID. 18 2)5mald: s
FalQUl  D@TUBLD  YTFIID  CouenevddTd BT  IENDGHNY  DeMLOLILTET
CBTésEISmar gnn I BISSSUTHATTS 2 6T QUTEISLILGMTTEHET. %mbug'ﬁa')
QanLssmev gL ulled Cxiey QFunuliu@l @ubinsser weaim UFHESserd)
@b GHUUIL L STeolIuGSEGeT 2SCHT@SUNd 2 6Tem QUHLDLITETEHLOWITET
SO IDHHEET DYEISHSSAUTHNTS 2 6T auTmIs ColemiBLd. BSH QUHLD Hrev
S LGH0 95 Q5155 (Constituency), tilyrigluissisbsrar (Region) wiy-
BbSxer Farprs FHulled iwsserTed Qe QFuiwiL@air.

(2) opflusardselar ysroma CsBHFe0 (Lobby) @aiGamm Gr@dul
QD 2 TN 6T &SNS OETEIL b HYFTa| CHOLD GUMa YIS
OIUTE@E:ILTH Ibod QsT@GHuiler uTFTEHL6TY 2 mifleTenyujb e
WéhHlw  Caulurerigeeruj> By Feoou 2 muiilerisaenyd Q&TLrFrs
FhH5 5| Sfauikaflar arEEmeT CQaueoe0 CalaiBLD.

QaaiOn®S$g UTITEHLRID 2 MILieTIS®ar YsTas Gall & Blmardg
(All Party Parliamentary Group) erogsrs Qsriibg GJed QaTHHS alss
GeuemiBLb.

fled 1 GHed 2 etenauismenujd  GFmarend
QarLigEflurs Fhdles auisamer QauaiOn®sss Fmiqul 66D GFTemTL
Qararenguiled  BmIbHIOTET  TIDDATHET  HETLMbg CFuUNLBSM. B)NE
Caanauwirar  levauuld JTRSHEIEISET DM  JTRSHEST 260G  6TLILIG
QuisigSlans) Curein LulHFESTULD, HeVbSIENTUITLCOBGTUILD LT H|%60.

(3) 28m_g1b (Media) - erngy wasener oy, Ogeflayly, OsMuliuGs5E)
2 MFETHULGSS  6Tng)  CUIFTLLSSIL T  QBBSSIOTS  ®eUSE(BLUILSNETS
SO ® Osmfleom’u  aergeng  Ffurs LwWSTURSS)  2a1_sLiLewiluilenet
Com@ETeTER560. B5NEG Cormalunar neid) IyFLeIDE) FOUTE 2 6TeTalTdHemar
G Plhg| 2 aTeurmid) QFUMNLBSHE. (PIQHSIGH] 6Te06OT 261l &mI%HCaTTHLD
QFTLIYE®OT FOUGSGE UTHEHS Fal THALD 6TIDS| LIGHTUNTET (LPeTCIET (65560
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TNA FOR POLITICAL SOLUTION WITHIN
UNDIVIDED SRILANKA - SAMPANTHAN

‘We will continue to work towards
a political solution to the National
Question within the framework of an
undivided and united Sri Lanka. The
TNA’s aim continues to be substantial
political autonomy for the Tamil and
Muslim peoples in the areas they his-
torically inhabit in this country. It is
our assessment that the Tamil-speaking
people are strongly behind these aims.
We want to engage in political activi-
ties which would emphasize this posi-
tion’, Tamil National Alliance (TNA)
leader and veteran Tamil politician R.
Sampanthan said.

Questioned by this journalist in
an interview on Sept. 11, whether the
Tamil people are continuing to be com-
mitted to the ‘federal option’ in these
post-LTTE times, the TNA chief said
that ‘there is no question about it’. He
explained that ‘our people want to live
in this country as equals with adequate
self-rule’ and ‘ do not want to be treat-
ed as second class citizens; they do not
want to be treated as subjects’.

The TNA leader also said that his
party’s Sept. 7 meeting with President
Rajapaksa was focused on the situation
of the IDPs. ‘Insofar as the activities of
the government in relation to the IDPs
are concerned, we are prepared to work
with the government to alleviate the
conditions of the IDPs and to facilitate
their early resettlement’, he explained.
However, the TNA would not be com-
promising its principles in the process
of doing so, he said.

Excerpts of interview:

Q: It was reported that the TNA
had recently met with the President for
the purpose of working with the gov-
ernment. Does this have a factual ba-
sis?

A: The TNA met the President and
some others in government on Sept. 7,
in order to discuss the situation of the
Internally Displaced Persons. In the
camps in Vavuniya there are said to
be some 280,000 people. There are re-
ports that these people are undergoing
a great deal of deprivation and suffer-
ing with the setting in of the monsoon.
I have always stressed that these IDPs
must be resettled in the lands from
which they were displaced, at the very
earliest. The government had made a
commitment to India, the EU and the
international community, that they
would substantially complete resettle-
ment of at least 80% of the IDPs within
180 days. At the meeting we pointed
out to the President that already more
than 90 days had elapsed since this

commitment was made and that in our
assessment not more than 10% of IDPs
had left the camps. We said that this
situation caused concern; because with
the monsoon things would only be-
come more difficult and we expressed
concern whether the government’s re-
settlement programme could proceed
in terms of the government’s commit-
ment. A very substantial settlement is
expected to be completed before the
expiration of 180 days.

We also had other issues to raise in
relation to the IDPs, such as landmines
and screening, and so the meeting was
really focused on the well being of the
IDPs. Insofar as the activities of the
government in relation to the IDPs are
concerned, we are certainly prepared to
work with the government to alleviate
the conditions of the IDPs and to fa-
cilitate early resettlement. We told the
President that we were unhappy with
the mechanisms now in place to imple-
ment these tasks and we are not aware
that there is a very clear road map or
programme in regard to the settlement
of the IDPs.

We said that that we substantially
represent our people. Of the six Mem-
bers of Parliament from Vavuniya, five
are from my party. Of the nine MPs
from Jaffna, eight are from my party.
These MPs are prevented from visit-
ing the camps and meeting the IDPs.
These MPs have no say in the resettle-
ment of IDPs. The Task Force set up
to resettle IDPs consists of Mr. Basil
Rajapaksa, Presidential Advisor, mili-
tary and government officials from the
national and district level and public
officials from outside. We said that we
are not satisfied with this mechanism
and that it should be reconstituted and
that we should play a greater role in it.
The representatives of these people in
Parliament, that is, should play a big-
ger role in their resettlement.

The President listened to us very
carefully and said that he would get
back to us in regard to these matters
after he consulted with the Security
Council.

We also said that friends and rela-
tions of these IDPs who are prepared
to accommodate them in their homes
must be allowed to do so, in order to
reduce the numbers in the camps. The
government also seems to be thinking
on these lines, particularly in view of
the difficulties caused by the monsoon,
and they said they would insert adver-
tisements with some information in the
Jaffna newspapers, to enable friends

and relations of these IDPs to take
steps to have them released and accom-
modate them in their homes until they
are resettled in the lands from which
they were displaced.

Another issue which was raised
by us was the position of those per-
sons who were detained by govern-
ment troops from about January 2009
when civilians started coming from
the conflict zone to government-con-
trolled territory. These persons were
taken into detention en route in Oman-
thai at the camps itself but there is no
definite information available with re-
gard to these persons. Who was being
detained? Where were they being de-
tained? When were they taken in? We
said these were matters of grave con-
cern to the relatives of these detainees
and we insisted that the government
should release a list of the names of
these persons who have been detained
to enable the families of these persons
to know the real situation of those who
have been detained.

We also gave the government a list
of those areas, which according to our
information, did not require demining
or could do with minimal demining.
We said that with regard to these areas,
government could proceed with re-
settlement earlier than for other areas.
We said that demining should be gone
ahead with in terms of a programme
which would facilitate early resettle-
ment.

We also raised the issue of screen-
ing IDPs. We told the government
that these persons are not armed and
that they are in your custody. As long
they are in your custody there is noth-
ing they can do, we said. With regard
to releasing them, it is easier for the
authorities to decide who are not LT-
TErs so that they can determine who
the LTTErs are. There is no need to
be keeping everybody there until your
screening process is complete. We said
screening and demining could not be
an excuse for the resettlement process
to be delayed.

These persons have been bearing
the brunt of this war from 2006. The
government has been claiming that it
has been fighting the LTTE. But today
there is no LTTE. Still these people are
suffering. This is cruelty. They cannot
be expected to suffer any longer.

We told the government that this is
a matter that should be dealt with, with
the utmost seriousness. The govern-
ment has to keep its commitment. We
are not at all satisfied with the progress

made thus far.

Q: How did the President respond
to your views?

A: He said ‘we will settle it, we
will settle it’. He said he would not
have settled everyone by 150 days, but
by the 169th day a lot would have been
done.

Q: What’s the TNA’s future pro-
gramme?

A: We told the President that three
of our members have been killed. The
government must ensure our security
in the North-East. We said we want to
engage in political activities in these
areas. We should be enabled to freely
engage in political activity, particularly
with regard to the upcoming elections.
That is our right.

Government should disarm all
paramilitary forces who are still around
and ensure complete law and order. We
pointed out that there is no need for
the government to depend on them any
longer.

Q: What will be the principal is-
sues on which you would be grounding
your politics?

A: We would be primarily work-
ing towards a political solution within
the framework of an undivided, united
country. The Tamil speaking people
should be granted political autonomy
to carry on their affairs in their areas
of historical habitation. In our assess-
ment, our people are very strongly be-
hind these objectives. We want to en-
gage in political activity which would
make this position clear to everyone.

Q: Do you believe the Tamil peo-
ple are still behind the federal option?

A: There is no question about it.
Our people want to live in this coun-
try as equals with adequate self rule in
areas they have historically inhabited.
They don’t want to be treated as second
class citizens. They want to live with
dignity and self-respect.

Continued on page 07

ceptable. There are 21 million people
living in areas where land mines are
not a significant problem within the
island of Sri Lanka. While landmines
may hinder long term settlement for
some IDP’s, it should not be a bar-
rier to release. If the IDP’s so choose,
they ought to have rights as citizens to
move around anywhere in the island.
The Sri Lankan government does not
appear to have the will to release the
IDP’s and is using Landmines as an
excuse; landmines that in many cases
were placed by its military. In addi-
tion, the Sri Lankan government has
failed to allow independent observers

access to the camps. Those who report
the facts about the camps like UNICEF
spokesperson, James Elder, are ex-
pelled from the country. On the heels
of the ruthless murder of the Sunday
Leader Editor Lasantha Wickrema-
tunga and the arbitrary arrest, deten-
tion and release of Uthayan Newspaper
Editor Vithyatharan, and the attacks on
countless newsrooms, Sri Lanka’s state
apparatus sentenced T.S. Tissanaya-
gam to 20 years in jail for simply do-
ing his job as a journalist. Apart from
the chills it has sent throughout news-
rooms in Sri Lanka, the involvement of
the judicial system in sentencing Mr.
Tissanayagam is cause for concern as

it seriously puts into question the inde-
pendence of the judiciary in Sri Lanka.
We call for the release of Mr. Tis-
sanayagam. Those who defend the rule
of law are increasingly under attack
in Sri Lanka. This July, Sri Lanka’s
Prime Minister labeled 5 lawyers “trai-
tors” for defending the Sunday Leader
newspaper against a defamation action
commenced by the President’s brother.
Recent death threats made against Dr.
Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu, Execu-
tive Director of the Centre for Policy
Alternatives (CPA) is an alarming sign
of how those who defend human rights
are at grave risk. Mr. President, the de-
teriorating situation in Sri Lanka des-

perately requires the attention of this
Council. The international community
must demand the unconditional release
of the civilians within the 180-day
timeline proposed by the government
of Sri Lanka and supported by a major-
ity of council members.
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aims.

In the island of Sri Lanka, the po-
litical structure has been militarized
and accentuated for more than 60
years. The constitution enacted by
Sinhala-Buddhist hegemony and the
laws enacted thereunder have denied
the fundamental rights and well-being
of other peoples on the island. The con-
stitution and the current political struc-
ture have become stumbling blocks to
the political identity, social existence
and cultural advancement of the Tamil
people, as well as other non- Sinhalese-
Buddhist nations.

Furthermore, internal conditions in
island of Sri Lanka have become op-
pressive and grave threats to the Tamil
people prevent them from freely ex-
pressing their aspirations and engaging
in political discourse and activism to
protect their rights or advance the in-
terests of their separate identity.

Tamils have been compelled to live
in open prisons leading lives of slavery.
At the same time, Sinhala government
leaders, policy formulators, diplomats
and army commanders are indulging at
the national and international levels in
false propaganda claiming there are no
problems for the Tamils and that there
is no need for any political solution.

The responsibility has now befall-
en into the hands of the Tamils living
in the Diaspora to confront these prob-
lems and adopt different approaches
to realize the Tamil people’s politi-
cal right to self-determination. It has
now become necessary to constitute a
coordinated and democratic polity to
advance these objectives. This polity
is the proposed Transnational Govern-
ment of Tamil Eelam (TGTE).

Are there differences between
a Transnational Government and a
Government in Exile? Or are they the
same?

Though there are common fea-
tures, the two governments are in theo-
ry different in theory.

A government in exile is a tempo-
rary government shifted to or formed in
a foreign country by exiles who hope to
return to their home country when it is
liberated. For this, at least the approval
and acceptance by one host country is
required. A government in exile needs
no Diaspora.

The concept of a Transnational
Government has received the attention
of social scientists for more than two
decades. It is associated with the trans-
national life of people and their in-
volvement with transnational politics.

People in Diaspora maintain rela-
tionships among themselves, as well as
with people in their homeland and with
their Diaspora in other countries. Their
lifestyle is not confined to the borders
of their host country. They have estab-
lished themselves as a transnational so-
ciety. While complying with the laws
of the host country, the transnational
social space is the factor that largely
decides their political, social and eco-
nomic interests. This is the life style of
Eelam Tamil expatriates as well. Their
family units are split and members
live in different states of the world,
yet, they interact among themselves
through a variety of means. Outside
the family unit, in cultural and social
life also, these interactions transcend
the boundaries of states. One purpose
of the Transnational Government is to
promote these interactions. The TGTE
will have the additional purpose of
creating a mechanism for the political
unity and the pursuit of the political de-
sires of this transnational community,
while respecting the laws of the states
which this transnational community
inhabits. It is in the distinct transna-

tional space within which these cross-
border relationships take place that the
Transnational Government seeks to
operate by facilitating the promotion
of interactions and forging a common
political program.

The Tamil Diaspora, along with
those in our homeland, seek to pre-
serve this transnational relationship.
Thus the people of Tamil Eelam, too,
are part of the transnational social
space. Their politics is not confined
to the Northeast region, but extends
to transnational politics as well. Tamil
nationalism is one that is diversified,
socially beneficial and based on demo-
cratic principles.

The TGTE proposed to be estab-
lished in the transnational space by
Tamils is meant to realize the political
aspirations of Tamils in our Homeland.
It will also engage in promoting the
social, economic and cultural develop-
ment of Tamils in the Diaspora.

Since the TGTE is formed and sus-
tained by the people, the consent of the
states in which the transnational com-
munity exists is not a pre-requisite, as
all these states are democratic states
which promote and protect the right to
association provided the associations
pursue democratic purposes. Com-
munity-based organizations among the
Tamil people should serve as the pillars
of the Transnational Government of
Tamil Eelam (TGTE). The Transna-
tional Government (TGTE) will lobby
for the support of the international com-
munity and its people to find a political
solution to the Tamil national question
on the basis of Nationhood, Homeland
and the Right to Self-determination.
It will campaign through political and
diplomatic channels.

Has the Transnational Government
been constituted? If not, how will the
Transnational Government be consti-
tuted?

The TGTE has not been established
yet. For the purpose of establishing the
TGTE an Executive Committee is in
the process of being formed. For the
present, only the name of Visvanathan
Rudrakumaran has been announced.
He will function as the Coordinator.

Activities in regard to the establish-
ment of Working Groups on a country-
wise basis are now in progress. We are
incorporating individuals who are will-
ing to join and work in these Groups.
Soon details of the Working Groups of
each country will be published. The
Advisory Committee previously an-
nounced will provide advice to the Ex-
ecutive Committees.

The Working Groups formed glob-
ally will engage in policy discussions
with Tamil organizations and Tamil
people to garner support for the TGTE.
The country-wise Working Groups not
only will seek support among Tamils,
but also will canvass support from the
Civil Society in their respective states
for the formation of the TGTE. The
Groups will also engage in soliciting
support of political leaders and govern-
ments. The Advisory Committee will
be expanded by incorporating Muslims
and Indian intellectuals.

Steps will be taken to prepare elec-
toral registers with the help of people’s
organizations with the assistance of an
accredited firm. On the basis of such
electoral registers, an independent
Election Commission conforming to
international standards will hold elec-
tions to elect representatives to the
TGTE. Those representatives will
constitute themselves as a Constituent
Assembly and draft the constitution
for the TGTE with the help of legal
experts and suggestions from people’s
organizations.

Why should the Tamil Diaspora

promote efforts to form the Transna-
tional Government? What is their con-
tribution towards the political libera-
tion of the Tamil People?

In today’s context, only the Tamil
Diaspora is in a position to advance
the political aspirations of our people.
Approximately one third of the Eelam
Tamil population lives in the Diaspora,
so they are not an inconsequential part
of the community. Since the political
space to pursue Tamil rights has been
totally suppressed in Sri Lanka, the
struggle to establish these rights has to
be moved out of the island into the in-
ternational space that the Tamil people
of Eelam occupy. This is a factor that
adds strength to Eelam Tamils. The
21st century political reality is increas-
ingly getting evolved as Transnational
Govenance.

Irish people who emigrated to
America and Canada gave staunch and
open support to the Northern Ireland
struggle. Likewise, the Jewish Diaspo-
ra until today supports the state of Is-
rael politically and financially. On an-
other plane, the Diaspora of countries
like Italy, El Salvador, Eritrea, Croatia
and Moldova have become an integral
part of the politics of their respective
countries. Four representatives are
elected from the Italian Diaspora to the
Italian parliament. In Haiti, a separate
electoral riding has been allocated for
Haitians living in Diaspora. Further,
more than half the countries in the
world have recognized dual citizen-
ship. All this evidence points to the im-
portance given to transnational politics
in the 21st century. The efforts by the
Tamil Diaspora to form a TGTE should
be viewed in this perspective.

Because of the continued state
terrorism unleashed against the Tamil
people, a million have been com-
pelled to migrate to foreign countries
as refugees, where they have grown
and flourished. Another set of people
have become internally displaced per-
manently outside the Northeast of the
island. The remainder, ravaged by war,
have become economic orphans, politi-
cal slaves and prisoners.

It is the right and the duty of the
Tamil Diaspora to actively campaign to
realize the right of self-determination
of Eelam Tamils.

Where will the Transnational Gov-
ernment of Tamil Eelam be based?
What is the nature of such a govern-
ment? What are its priorities?

The TGTE will not have a territo-
rial base like traditional governments.
Enforcement of sovereignty by enact-
ing laws, defense of territory and taxa-
tion like traditional governments is not
applicable to the TGTE.

The primary goals of the TGTE
will be the security of the people in
our Homeland, full and early realiza-
tion of their right to self-determination
and their social, economic and cultural
well-being and development. Further,
the Tamil Diaspora, conforming to the
laws of their respective countries, will
build a strong base and utilize the re-
sulting social, economic and political
advancement as a propellant to win the
liberation of our homeland.

Although the TGTE has no defined
territory, it will create active, enthusi-
astic members’ groups and executive
offices worldwide to achieve its objec-
tives.

Will the international community
recognize the Transnational Govern-
ment of Tamil Eelam? Is it possible to
carry forward TGTE’s plans without
such recognition?

As stated above, the concept of a
TGTE is an innovative exercise. There
is no precedence for such an exercise.
The nationalities that fought for their

political independence from outside in
previous years created Governments
in Exile (GE) that functioned outside
their countries.

For a GE to function it is not nec-
essary to have a strong Diaspora com-
munity. However, the proposed TGTE
has a strong Diaspora community as
along with well-defined political goals.
Further, the continued insistence by the
international community and friendly
forces for the necessity of the Eelam
Tamils to abhor armed struggle and
carry forward the struggle politically
are factors favorable to us.

The concept of the formation of
a Transnational Government of Tamil
Eelam was first proposed by Mr. Sel-
varasa Pathmanathan, head of the
LTTE International Relations Depart-
ment. If this is so, could the TGTE be
considered as a plan of the LTTE?

The mode of struggle for the right
of self-determination of Eelam Tamils
has spanned many decades taking dif-
ferent profiles at different stages. Dur-
ing this period, the profile of political
demands has been moved forward with
clarity and certainty. Likewise, the
method of struggle and the leadership
also underwent changes. The Eelam
people’s struggle is a dynamic one that
changes based on changed opportuni-
ties. The present situation has to be
viewed as the continuation of that same
dynamism.

In the latter part of 2000s’ the liber-
ation struggle spearheaded by the uni-
fied command of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was weakened
by Sri Lanka and its allies through the
military domination and sophistication
of the army. What was weakened was
a particular form of the struggle, but
not the liberation struggle itself. After
the 9/11 tragedy, Sri Lanka cynically
exploited the concept of America’s
“War on Terror” to describe its mur-
derous war against Eelam Tamils and
their homeland, in total contravention
of all humanitarian laws governing the
conduct of war. This way Sri Lanka’s
rulers successfully executed one of the
worst genocide of the 21st century.

In these circumstances, the his-
torical task of taking forward the
next stage of the war of liberation of
Eelam Tamils has been entrusted by
the LTTE to the Tamil people. This im-
portant task was proposed by Selvarasa
Pathmanathan at the appropriate stage.
It has already been announced that the
military phase of this struggle is over
and that the struggle will move forward
through non-violent means.

In today’s context, taking cogni-
zance of the new world order — a geo-
political web of the international com-
munity - it has become necessary to
adopt apposite and innovative meth-
ods to take the struggle forward. Eelam
Tamils’ liberation of their Homeland
and the realization of their right to self-
determination will be achieved through
peaceful means by the Transnational
Government.

By proposing the concept of the
TGTE and entrusting the same to the
Tamil Diaspora, the LTTE has done
their historical duty. Once the TGTE
is formed through the exercise of the
political will of the people of Tamil
Eelam in the diaspora, it will act in ac-
cordance with the standards of demo-
cratic governance. The TGTE will act
as the unifying force of all Eelam Tam-
ils. This will not be a polity imposed
from above. It will be completely a
democratic polity built bottom up-
wards.

The TGTE will be designed with an
emphasis on transparency and account-
ability. Transparency will encourage
accountability and information about
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Government activities will be provided
to citizens openly. The TGTE will be
administered by representatives duly
elected by the Tamil Diaspora. . We
will provide further details about the
TGTE system very soon.

How will the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and Sinhala — Buddhist chauvin-
ists view the Trans National Govern-
ment of Tamil Eelam?

Both the Sri Lankan government
and its racist rulers view the proposed
“Transnational Government of Tamil
Eelam” with a sense of apprehension
and danger. The reason for such fear is
that the hegemony imposed on Eelam
Tamils and the Tamil Homeland at
present is not a real victory. Neither is
it permanent. What they have achieved
is military supremacy in the balance of
power. This is beneficial only within
the island of Sri Lanka. Further, this
military supremacy is useful only to
counter armed struggles and cannot
counter the diplomatic approach. In
this context, the Tamil people’s strug-
gle for the realization of their right to
self-determination by unarmed meth-
ods carried out in the international are-
na is viewed with alarm by Sri Lanka’s
rulers as one they cannot confront.

Sri Lanka’s rulers, therefore, con-
sider that the proposed TGTE project
by Eelam Tamils will become a for-
midable battlefront which they cannot
defeat. Sri Lanka and its allied forces
have today reached the peak of their
power. They are left with no options
other than to apply the same old mili-
tary approaches. Sri Lanka is trying to
restrict the mode of struggle of Eelam
Tamils to a battlefront that it can win.
It is also trying to keep to itself control
over setting the rules of the battles to
come.

The proposed TGTE is a new play-
ing field opened by Eelam Tamils. Sri
Lanka cannot decide the rules here. Its
military domination and territorial con-
trol are of no use in this field of play.

Is the Transnational Government
of Tamil Eelam similar to the various
organizations of Diaspora Eelam Tam-
ils that are functioning at present? Or is
it unique? If unique, how will it coor-
dinate with the existing organizations
and structures?

Various social and voluntary or-
ganizations have been formed by the
Eelam Tamil Diaspora and are func-
tioning at present. There are similari-
ties and uniqueness differences among
these organizations based on their ac-
tivities and membership. The impor-
tance of the activities they perform and
their efficiency is praiseworthy. Yet,
the need for a higher organization has
been felt to encounter the challenges
currently confronting the Tamil com-
munity both nationally and internation-
ally.

Since the membership of the TGTE

will be chosen through direct election,
democratic credentials will endow the
TGTE with legitimacy to be that body
articulating the political aspirations of
the Tamil people. It will function in
coordination with the people’s orga-
nizations among the Tamil Diaspora.
‘We are now engaged in holding discus-
sions regarding the nature of this coor-
dination.

What impact will the activities of
the Transnational Government of Tam-
il Eelam have on people living in the
island of Sri Lanka on matters relating
to their political, social, economic, se-
curity, rehabilitation, reconstruction
and resettlement affairs?

The primary objective of the
Transnational Government of Tamil
Eelam is to realize the right to self-de-
termination of the Eelam Tamils.

Simultaneously, the TGTE will
take action on two other fronts. They
are:

(1) To take necessary diplomatic
steps at international level to end the
injustices, discrimination and acts of
revenge perpetrated on the Tamils by
the Sri Lankan government.

(2) To garner the expertise and re-
sources of Tamil Diaspora to halt the
plundering and exploitation of the re-
sources of our Homeland by the Sin-
hala — Buddhist genocidal forces.

The TGTE will explore suitable
alternative structures and create and
manage sub-organizations in order to
successfully fulfill the above stated ob-
jectives and to guarantee the security
of the Tamils living in the island of Sri
Lanka while protecting their rights to
local resources. Alternatively, it will
appropriately utilize the resources of
already existing organizations.

When necessary the TGTE will es-
tablish cordial rapport and secure the
assistance of international donor orga-
nizations, aid agencies, and bilateral or
multilateral development organizations
and work for the resettlement, develop-
ment and investment, human resourc-
es development and environmental
health. It will also provide appropriate
inputs to the organizations within the
island of Sri Lanka that have politically
identified with the objectives of Tamil
nationals.

What kind of leadership would the
Transnational Government of Tamil
Eelam offer to the Tamil Diaspora? Do
they need the leadership of the Trans-
national Government of Tamil Eelam?
Is their current social and economic
achievement inadequate?

Compared to the various other
Diaspora communities in Western Eu-
rope, North America and Australia, the
Eelam Tamil Diaspora is considered
one of the most successful Diaspora
communities. Their hard work, edu-
cation, enterprise, dedication, obedi-
ence, austerity, ownership of property,
extended family system and the love

and devotion to their brethren are traits
that are praiseworthy. But, for a com-
munity that has been devastated and
displaced by war and racial violence
and above all one that is fighting for its
freedom, these traits alone are not suf-
ficient.

The Tamil community which has
been continuously felled due to racial
violence and economic discrimination
for over half a century was able sprout
over and over again due to its inher-
ent perseverance. Yet, it is observed
that this community has restricted
its growth within narrow limits. The
community which has comparatively
achieved high scores in the field of
education has lagged far behind in
its share of positions at higher level
decision-making bodies.  Similarly,
the Eelam Tamil community which is
highly thrifty has lagged behind in cre-
ating capital for industrial investment.
Even with its extraordinary industrial
skills, the community has been indif-
ferent in industrial entrepreneurship
and job creation.

The Eelam Tamils who have cou-
rageously faced and survived the threat
to life and dangers due to racial vio-
lence are averse in coming forward to
confront the open market economy.
Further, instead of taking their own
initiative to rapidly rebuild lost oppor-
tunities due to the war, such as bank-
ing, human resource development in-
stitutions, technical training institutes
and service centers, they are seen as a
community dependent on the existing
structures. This state of affairs has to
be changed.

The entrepreneurship of the Eelam
Tamils should extend internationally
to all spheres of activity. The share
of involvement of the Eelam Tamils
in the creation of investment capital
and industrial power should escalate to
the extent of wielding influence in the
economy of their host countries. The
knowledge and technical know-how
of Eelam Tamils should be broadened
to become indispensable in the high-
est decision-making centers of each
organization in which they work. It is
through these means that the march for
the liberation of the Eelam Tamils will
be expanded and expedited. The TGTE
will attempt to provide the necessary
ideological and strategic leadership for
this process of success.

What is the progress made with
respect to the formation of the Trans-
national Government of Tamil Eelam?
Is final consensus reached on the form
and other related matters of the govern-
ment? Aren’t the intended time frames
too long considering the humanitarian
crisis in our homeland?

The “Transnational Tamil Eelam
Government” project is a pioneering
effort. Hence, adequate consultations
and debate among the public and pro-
fessionals on the subject is very essen-

tial. While recognizing the need for
expeditious action due to the prevail-
ing humanitarian disaster in our home-
land, the need to devote adequate time
to the formation of the supreme body
of the Diaspora for the national libera-
tion of Eelam Tamils also has to be rec-
ognized.

The efforts taken so far have
been discussions regarding the Trans-
national Government of Tamil Eelam.
These discussions have resulted in
some valuable proposals. The commit-
tee for the formation of the TGTE and
the committee of experts will take into
consideration these proposals in for-
mulating the project details and place
them before the public.

The activities of the proposed
TGTE are expected to be implemented
in several phases. These phases are
given below:

Phase 1: Concept formulation

Phase 2: Formation of Advisory Com-
mittee of Experts

Phase 3: Organizing broadly based
country-wise discussions, and selec-
tion of country-wise committees for
the formation of the TGTE.

Phase 4: Defining the basic structure
of the proposed TGTE, drafting the
election procedure for electing the rep-
resentatives and conducting the elec-
tions.

Phase 5: Convening the Constituent
Assembly with the elected representa-
tives as members, drafting and approv-
ing a Constitution and inaugurating the
political structure for its implementa-
tion.

Phase 6: The TGTE becomes func-
tional.

At present we are working on
Phase 3.

When will the elections for the
Transnational Government be held?

It has been planned to hold the
elections in every country where Tamil
Diaspora live before April 2010. We
will soon provide further information
on this subject.

What are the qualifications re-
quired to join and serve in the commit-
tee formed for the establishment of the
Transnational Government of Tamil
Eelam? How does one join the com-
mittee?

Those desirous to join the com-
mittee should be over 18 years of age.
They should have subscribed to the
political commitment that a solution
to the national question of the Eelam
Tamil people in the Island of Sri Lan-
ka shall be based on the principles of
Tamil Nationhood, Tamil Homeland
and their Right to Self-Determination.

We will soon provide the details
of the names and the contact details of
the persons who will head the group
for each country. You could contact
these persons and join the group. You
also can join the group by contacting
us by email.

Continued on page 7
nels and print media concerning the
horrendous humanitarian crisis in Sri
Lanka. The Age newspaper reported
on 7 September that although Mr El-
der holds a residency visa valid until
2010, Mr P B.Abeykoon, Sri Lanka’s
controller of immigration and emigra-
tion, advised that Mr Elder’s visa was
cancelled from 7 September this year
and that he was ordered to leave Sri
Lanka immediately. It was only after
the United Nations appealed for more
time that the order was extended until
21 September. The Age reported: Mr
Abeykoon said the Government took
the decision some months ago based on
‘adverse remarks made to the media’,
but he declined to give further details.
Mr Elder had spoken of the un-
imaginable hell suffered by children
caught up in the last stages of the warin

Sri Lanka. Surely the suffering expe-
rienced in Sri Lanka needs an honest
voice. Surely an independent assess-
ment of the situation is necessary to
provide adequate support to the men,
women and children trapped in this un-
imaginable hell. Australia has offered a
generous $25.4 million in aid in a bid
to restore peace and security. However,
much more must be done. It is obvi-
ous that there exists no freedom of the
press in Sri Lanka. The actions of the
government of Sri Lanka must be con-
demned and must be condemned loud-
ly. I again appeal to all governments of
the world who have respect for human
rights, the rule of law and free speech
to join together and call on the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to right the wrongs
forthwith.

Continued on page 7
Lankan capital, Colombo, to press the

government to show restraint.

The United States supported those
efforts to draw attention to the crisis
in the Security Council, which China
and Russia opposed. It backed a com-
promise that allowed for discussion on
the Sri Lanka conflict in the U.N. base-
ment.

“The U.S. government remained
relatively silent on the Sri Lankan cri-
sis, especially in the early stages of
the fighting,” said Fabienne Hara, vice
president for multilateral affairs at the
International Crisis Group. Its response
to Sri Lanka “did not seem to match
the commitment to preventing mass
human rights abuses stated during the

presidential campaign,” she said.

Rice challenged that assessment,
saying “my perception is that we spoke
out very forcefully.”She said that the
United States had a strong ambassador
on the ground in Sri Lanka, conveying
American concerns, and that the assis-
tant secretary of state for refugees trav-
eled there to conduct an assessment
mission. Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Rice said, had been
personally focused on the issue.

“I think that is an instance where
our stand was clear, consistent and
principled,” she said.
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1608 Gerrad St. East, Toronto, ON. ML 2A4

416-461-6217
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Tel: 416-388-9904
4 1 6—587—3 982 Email: tharma_soori@hotmail.comn]

www.sooriyadecorations.cony
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For all your cellphone and accessory needs...

o +
d
........
""""""""

We sell new & used cellphones, Pagers and accessories for:

ROGERS WIRELESS, FIDO,
TELUS MOBILITY, BELL MOBILITY

GPS NAVIGATION

-Car charger
-Leather case
-Head sets

-Home charger
-Clear case
-Bluetooth headset
-Bluetooth dongle
-Data cables
-Batteries

-Belt clip/Holder
-Antenna booster
-Flashing antenna
-Flashing 1light

Call Toll firee:- 1.877.312.5123  sHGF GriLiiie @ www.celltelmobility.com
CELL TEL MOBILITY WIRELESS REPAIR CENTER

NOKIA, MOTOROLA, SONY ERICSSON, SAMSUNG, LG
HTC,BLACKBERRY,iPHONE,

Display,Antenna Replacement and all other
Repairs (Software & Hardware).

2637 Eglinton Ave. East, [EEIHERARTTRANTITE M O - 1162 Morningside Ave 220 - 5990 16th Avenue
Eglinton Ave/Midland Rd [T TN AT W YR Morningside Ave/ Sheppard Ave JEUIUENGUTTAER DM

ACRTIINIIEY 416.495.7776 LRI WREELY 905.201.4859




